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Hansard Thursday, 2 March 2006

Speech by

Hon. PETER BEATTIE

MEMBER FOR BRISBANE CENTRAL

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Rural Residential Development, South-East Queensland
Hon. PD BEATTIE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (Premier) (9.45 am): Today our government is

releasing the preferred development option for the Mount Lindesay-North Beaudesert study area. This
area extends from Park Ridge in the north to Veresdale in the south and from Wolffdene in the east to New
Beith in the west. It is approximately 52,000 hectares, and it is home to more than 37,000 people. 

When we released the South East Queensland Regional Plan in June last year this area was
identified for further investigation and consultation. We have worked closely with Beaudesert, Gold Coast
and Logan councils and the local community to undertake more detailed work to best determine
development options in this part of the region for the next 20 years. We will look to local government to
continue to work with their communities to develop plans for the urban footprint and investigation areas. 

There is a history of rural residential development, which was recognised by both state and local
governments as being extremely difficult to provide with necessary infrastructure and services and can be
expensive for ratepayers. Whilst we acknowledge and respect people’s choice to live on rural residential
acreage, if we were to keep developing rural residential lots in a scattered and dispersed pattern not only
would it be harder to provide services and jobs but also we would lose the open space, rural feel and
wildlife that are so popular in the area. 

Both state and local governments agreed that the development in this area needed to be better
managed. The outcome is a preferred development pattern that balances the various needs of the
communities in the area and provides a development pattern consistent with the rest of the south-east
Queensland region. 

The changes to the Mount Lindesay-North Beaudesert area are incorporated in the South East
Queensland Regional Plan draft amendment 1. The draft amendment lifts the moratorium on development
that was in place during the investigations in the area. Development will now be governed by the
regulatory provisions in much the same way as the rest of the region. Draft amendment 1 also included a
series of other proposed minor amendments to the SEQ Regional Plan such as recognising committed
urban zoning and improving the workability of the plan. Draft amendment 1 is now available for public
comment. The feedback closes on 13 April, with the amendment expected to be finalised by August. 

For the information of all members, I table draft amendment 1 of the Mount Lindesay-North
Beaudesert study report and Mount Lindesay-North Beaudesert consultation report and other associated
material. 
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